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Literary Studies Assignment
1. Catherine Beecher had a particular view of women and their role in society and their role in the public realm during the "Age of Association." 
Was she a feminist of the times? 
A feminist refers to a person who supports feminism. Feminism means a range of activities which are mostly political, social movements and ideologies that intend to bring social, political and economic equity among sexes. Catherine Beecher was a feminist of her times. She was known for her outspoken opinion about female education in America. For instance, to ensure that females had the same educational opportunities as the males, she opened the Hartford Female Seminary (Butler, 199). She even taught in person. In fact, after retiring from administrative work, she went ahead and started the Ladies’ Society which aimed to promote female education in the west.
Moreover, she led the women movement to protest the Indian Removal Bill. In the bill, President Andrew Jackson wanted the Congress to mandate the use of federal money to resettle Cherokee to the southeastern part of river Mississippi. She was opposed to the idea because she felt that the people were being driven away from their land. To make her grievances right, she published a circular that required women to send petitions to the Congress in defiance of the removal. Furthermore, she published a book “A Treatise on Domestic Economy for the Use of Young Ladies at Home and at School” that analyzed the role of women in the society. In her book, for example, she argues that it is women’s’ duty to educate their children and not men in the west. Her actions exhibit her as a real feminist of her times.
[bookmark: _GoBack]Catherine Beecher’s definition of feminism differs significantly with others at this time. A lot has been done since her time to bring equality between men and women. She concentrated much on empowering the females with education and making them more civilized whereas today it is about fairness and understanding (Benjamin, 345). It is about realizing and celebrating the differences between men and women and giving females a little respect that they deserve by recognizing them as equal members of the society.
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